| Sediga

Sediga is a bright, con-
fident and chirpy girl of
eleventh grade who
wants to become a
journalist. But according
to her, if she goes on
working with little time to
study she would end up
with a dark future. Her
father has died and her
two older brothers work at a bakery. Since it is very
hard for her brothers to earn enough for the entire
family Sediga, along with her mother and four sisters,
sews clothes to feed themselves. After school, she
works till 11 at night sewing clothes which are later
sold to a tailor. When asked if she would ever want to
go back to Afghanistan, Sediga shook her head
resolutely and recalled a heart-wrenching scene that
took place in front of her own eyes in Kabul. She saw
the public mutilation of a thief by the Taliban, who cut
off his hands, and was extremely frightened by the
way the Taliban roamed the streets swinging those
amputated hands in the air.
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Wasim

Wasim is a third grade
student aged 8. He sells
chips with his father after
school. He helps his father in
selling them because his
father doesnt understand
Urdu, the language of
Pakistan. Wasim works till 11
at night and doesn’t find
much time for playing or
studying. He loves Dari, the language of Afghanistan,
and wants to become a doctor.

Naeem

is a sixth grade student and

the only breadwinner of his
family. At 14, the respon-
sibility of a 7-membered
family lies on his young
shoulders. His father is very
weak and old, and his
mother has deteriorating
vision due to which she
cannot work. Two of his
brothers were martyred during the Soviet occupation
in the late 80s. He now single-handedly runs his
entire family. He has a cart where he sells soup
cooked by his sisters and he works after school till 11
or sometimes 12 at night. Naeem loves to study but
when he comes to school at 8 in the morning after
walking for 45 minutes he is extremely sleepy and
fatigued. He wants to attend to his studies just like his
other classmates but he does not find the time. His
favorite subject is Science and he wants to become a
doctor.



