Nafisa Nor Allah

When | was at home and saw girls
of my age going to school and
wearing uniform | was sad and
unpleased, and a lot of questions
arose in my mind — why am | not
going to school though | am of the
same age as they, | also want to
study, to wear uniform like others; | wished | had
classmates with whom | could share my ideas and
secrets, but | was deprived of all this. When | asked
my mother: "Why am | not going to school?" she said:
"My daughter, we are a poor family, school is far
away from our house and we can!t pay for your
transportation". So, for a few days | was thinking of
this problem why we are poor, than | found out that it
is because there has been war in our country and
everything had been destroyed and my father can't
work in a peaceful environment, he can't have work
because he is illiterate. For these reasons | have
been deprived of education.

But since | have come to the literacy course provided
by OPAWC | have achieved my desires, | can read
magazines, newspaper, anything | wish, | have
friends here, they are girls of my age and old women
like my mother, | am happy. | remember, at the
beginning of the course | saw that most of my
classmates were sick. They bought one or two
prescription medicines, but by passage of time they
became busy with learning and now all of them are
okay and happy.

Thank you so much for this humanitarian action, to
arrange this course for us and equip us with all the
needs of the course.

| ask OPAWC to continue this course and if possible
arrange some English courses too, because we like
and wish to learn English as well but we are unable to
pay for the private course. Similarly if possible teach
us to work in a beauty parlour, because it produces a
good income in Afghanistan, so that we can help and
support our family financially.
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Women who studied
at OPAWC's Vocational Training Centre
in 2009

Tuba Nesar Ahmad
from Gazni province, lives now in
Kabul

My story is a sad one. When |
was a small girl | lost my mother,
so | was supposed to take care of
all responsibilities in the house
and look after my younger
brother and sisters. My father and
my brother didn!t let me go to school, this was the
reason | remained illiterate. Soon | was married and
had children. But one thing which always disturbed
me was education, | was so interested and eager to
become an educated woman. OPAWC's light flashes
before my eyes, | became aware that a literacy
course had been established near my house where |
can fulfill my desire. Soon | went and entered my
name among other women"s names, | enquired about
the rules and conditions, and felt that | can attend this
course and learn and still look after my children at the
same time.

Now about 7 months have passed and | have learned
a lot, | am able to read and write and can help my
children.

| am thankful to OPAWC for helping poor and forlorn
women like me, and arrange everything we need and
ask OPAWC to continue this course and arrange
similar activities for us, because | want to learn as |
had been longing to do for a long time.



